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Cornbill, Dec. 14. 1726. 
B Ho” you feem to have applied the 
greateit Part of your Life to philological 
~ political Studies; yet I promife 
yfelf » from what you have already 
te publifh’d, that you will not refufe your 

Afliitance towards clearing up any Point, 
which may be of Service to your Country ; elpeci 
ally on.‘o important a Subject as Trane, which is 
the great Bafisand Support of the Briti Nation. 
I] fhall not, at prefent, enter into ‘the Difpute, 
how far Monepolies or exclufive Corporations,'of any 
kind, are prejudicial to Commerce in general; but 
fhall only obferve, that if they are, in any degree, 
pernici us to a trading Kingdom, though never {o 
well regulated and honeftly managed, they muft be 
infinitely more fo, when they come to be abufed, 
and fall under a fi audulent and corrupt —— fot 
in fuch a Cafe they are not properly Companies, -but 
illezal Comb leet allied Men confec erated. to 












cether, in order to cheat and impofe upon their Fel 





m with Charters to carry ona feparate Trade 
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Since therefore it has been thought expedient, by 
1 oa 1 r , . . { j; . nd 
the Wifdom of the Leg'flature, for divers weight 
lar 1 . ‘ _— .erta orest 
Reafons and political Ends, to ereét certain grea t 
Companies of Merchants in this Kin , and in 
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» feveral Parts of the World ; the utmoit Care ought 
. taken that the origin al Defign of their Incor- 
pora- 
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poration may not be perverted and abufed ; for if the 
Managers of any of thofe Companies, not content with 
Jarge Salaries, and the moft beneficial Branches of 
Commerce, exclufive of the reft of their Countrymen, 
fhould endeavour to raife an unjuft Profit by c/an- 
éeftine and corrupt Methods, the Confequence would 
be fo fatal, not only to the Joint-proprietors of the 
Stock, and all trading Perfons, but to the Kingdom 
in general, that fuch Practices ought never to efcape 
with Impunity. And, indeed, the exemplary Punith- 
ment, which was inflifted on the late South-Sea Di- 
refors and others, for notorious Male-behaviour and 
Breach of Truft, leaves us no Room to doubt. that 
all future Mifmanagement and unwarrantable Prac- 
tices, eitherin that or any other Company, will meet 
with the fame frid Examination and ju/} Severity. 
Thefe were always my Thoughts concerning Trade 
and Companies but they have been lately refrefhed 
inmy Mind by the Difeourfe, which has been cur- 
rent about Town, concerning fome Frauds, = hich 
are faid to have been difcovered at a late Sale of 
Eaft India Goods. I own, I gave no Credit to thee 
Rumours at firft; which I look’d on as fome of the 
ufual Artifices of difaffetted and ill-defigning Men ; 
for as it is at beft a difputable Point, whether shat 
Trade is really of any Advantage to this Kingdom, 
tr not; fo I was unwilling to believe that any Per- 
fons, who are concerned in the Direétion of it, 
would oop to fuch fcandalous Collufions, as mutt 
entirely d eltroy that /ittle Benefit, if eny, which ac- 
crues to us from this Branch of Commerce ; efpe- 
— ata Time, when we are faid to be in Danger 
f being involved in an expenfive and bloody War, 
almof on Purpofe to fupport the Intereft of * that 
Company 3 but I could not help believing that there 
mutt be fomething more than [ at firft apprehended 





* By abilifhing the Otend Company. 
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in thefe Reports, upon reading feveral Advertifements, 
in the publick Prints, defiring 4// Buyers of Piece- 
Goods of the United Eaft-India Company to meet the 
Jirk of December at the Crown Tavern bebind the 
Royal Exchange, on fpecial Affairs; and I was far- 
ther confirm’d in This by the late Proceedings at 4 
general Court of the Eatt-India Company. 

It was my Intention to have been prefent at that 
Meeting, being an hearty well-wifher to the Pro- 
fperity of Trade, in which I have been long con- 
cern’d, and very defirous of acquainting my felf 
with all Tranfaétions and Occurrences of that Na- 
ture ; but I was difappointed in my Defign by a 
fudden Indifpofition, which prevented me from go- 
ing abroad; fo that I can judge of that Affair only 
by hear-fay, and from what has been made publick 
in the Whiteball Evening Poft. 

Upon reading the Account of the Proceedings 
and Refolutions of the general Court, publifh’d in 
that Paper on Saturday the 1oth Inftant, I can- 
not help thinking it very defeMive and prejudicial 
to the Honour of that Company, as well as to the 
Charaéter of Mr. Eccleftone ; for we find the Com- 
plaints of the Merchants and Traders, Buyers of Piece- 
Goods, contained in a Remonffrance and two Repri- 
fentations, {et forth there in the ftrongeft Lights 
whereas the moft weak and frivolous An/wers are re- 
turn'd to them on the Part, as it is afirm’d, of 
the Court of Direétors; and tho’ Mr. Eccleftone is 
{aid to have /pent a great deal of Time in proving 
his Innocence, which be did very bandjomely ; yet all 
the World, except Thofe, who were prefent at this 
Affembly, are left entirely in the Dark as to the 
Manner or fubftance of his Defence. In order to 
judge of this the better, it will be neceflary to re- 
view the Account of this Affair, Article by Article, 
as it flands in the Paper before-mention’d, which 
begins thus. i 
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Eaft-India-Houfe, Friday, Dee. 9. 1726. 

HIS Day was held here a general Court 

of the United Company of “Merchants of 
England, trading to the Eaft-Indies ; when they 
took into Confideration the Complaints of theMer- 
chants and Traders, Buyers of Piece-goods at the 
Company’s Sales, contain’d in a Remenftrance of the 


« faid Merchants, &¢. to the Court of Direétors, 


and in two Reprefentations, deliver'd by the Mana- 
gers for the faid Merchants, &¢. tothe Committee 
appointed by the Court of Direétors to enquire into 
the Hardjbips and Complaints of the Buyers; 
wherein was fet forth, at large, That at the late 
Sale of the Gurrabs, by the Ship Zy/es, a large 
Quantity were all put up at 17s. a great Part of 
which were difcovered to be of a much defter Sort 
than the Samples ; which occafion’d the Adjourn- 
ment Of the faid Sale, to the Difappointment of 
Thofe, who, by their private Fore-knstwledge of that 
Affair, would have made an wajuff Gain, at the 
Company's Expence, and have done a manifef? In- 


jury to the /efs knowing Buyers. ‘That thofe Di- 


rectors, Who are Buyers at thefe Sales, have evi- 
dently too much Advantage of others; and that 
even the Dutch Buyers have often had the fame 
unjuft Advantages communicated to them, by fome 
Means or othe, to the great Detriment of the 
Company, and of the fair Buyers of our Nation; 
who would have been ruined by fuch a Cour‘e of 
Trade, and the Company mutt have been deprived 
of any other Buyers ‘than their own Direfcrs and 
the Dutch Gentlemen, or fach as covld obtain an 
equal Knowledge with them, of this Secret, that 
found and fin: Goods tere to Le bought by damaged 
and coarfe Samples. ‘That therefore, upon the 
moft mature Confideration. of the kuowledge the 
éuying Dire@ors mult have of the Company's - 
** vel 
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«« veftments, and likewife of the Cof and Variations 
© of all the Goods, and their neceflary Direction 
“ of the Sa/es, there can be no eff7ual Remedy of 
« thefe Evils, unlefs a// the Buyers be put upon the 
«* fame Foot, and equally acquainted with the Varia- 
“¢ tions of Coffs; and unlefs, for the future, no Di- 
«« RecToR, direétly or indireétly, be permitted to 
“ be a Buyer at any of the Company's Sales; which 
«« is the known Praétice of the Dutch Ea/?- India Com- 
** pany.” 

Can any thing be more ftrongly drawn up than 
this plain Reprefentation ? Or car. any Complaints be 
more juff, provided the Fafs, therein charged, are 
really true? And if they are fo, what Demands can 
be more rea/onable than Thofe, which the Complain- 
ants make, in order to prevent ef2fually thefe Evils 
for the future? 

As to that part of the Charge, which relates to 
the Dutch Gentlemen, Iam very loth to believe the 
Fa&t to be true, and heartily wifh that the Complain- 
ants may find themfelves miftaken in fuch a Sug- 
geftion. How romantick and ridiculous would it ap- 
pear, if we fhould lavifhly exhauft the Blood and 
Treafure of Great-Britain, in order to prevent one 
foreign Power from interfering with us in this Branch 
of Commerce, at the fame time that the fuppofed 
Profit of it is perfidioufly betray’d into the Hands 
of another ? I can fee no difference in the Cafe ; nor 
fhould any Preference be given to either of thefe 
Powers ; both of whom are equally, as yet, our good 
Friends and Allies, if That were any thing to the 
Purpofe; but fince Trade is the Bone of Contention, 
it is of little Confequence to a fair-dealing Briti/b- 
Merchant whether it be a pretended Friend, or a 
profefs'd Enemy, that takes it from him. 

But let us now proceed to the Ax/wer, which the 
Author of this Paper, in the name of the Court of 
Dire&ars, makes to thefe Reprefentations. 
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«¢ After this, /ays be, the Anfwer of the Court of 
Direétors to the faid Remonffrance and two Repre- 
“* fentations was alfo read, fetting forth that upon 
“© an accidental Difcowery, at the Company’s /ate 
“* Sale, of a Miffake c committed in the Samples of the 
“« Piece-goods, they had thereupon enquired into the 
«« Affiir, and had found one of the Company’s Ser- 
vants guilty of fome Neg/e# in the Duty of his 
** Poft, and that the Court of Direétors had. puniflied 
*‘ him for his Crime, by fufpending him from his 
** Office, and he had remained fufpended ever /ince ; 
“ that having done This, they were defirous of giv- 
*« ing all reafonable Satisfaétion to the Buyers for the 
“« future, and they had therefore called this General 
“ Court to receive their Direétion upon the prefent 
*¢ extraordinary Occafion.” 

I fuppofe thefe Declarations, faid to be made by the 
Court of Dircfors, were not only barely fet forth in 
their 4u/wer, but alfo proved, by unqueftionable Evi- 
dence, to be rrue. I prefume it appeared, beyond all 
doubt, that this Affair of the Samples was really a 
Mistaxs, and owing only to the Neciecr of 
ene of the Company's SERVANTS; that this Ser- 
vant was named and produced in the Court; that he 
there acknowledged his Offe nce, and gave the Com- 
plainants jut Reafon to believe, that he was underz 
no manner of Jxfivence, nor had received any Orders, di- 
reétly or indireétly, in this Affair; in which Cafe, 
I think the poor Man fufficiently punifhed, by Sf 
penffon from his Office, though it were for never fo 
fort a Time. Imuf fuppofe all This, becaufe the 
Ample Allegations of the greateft Body of Men in the 
World, in a Matter of this Confequence, and in Anfwer 
to fuch fir ne Re pre lentations and viole nt Su/pic iONS, 
would not be thoug ht fatisfatory in any Court of Ju- 
lice —~ “ Ilamg Jad however that they were defirous 
* of giving all rea/onable Satisfafion to the Buyers 
“ for the future; and that they had called this Ge- 
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« neral Court to receive their Direfion, upon the 
« prefent extraordinary, Occafion.”—Let us therefore 
fee how the Matter went on. 

«« Then the Debate was opened by the Managers 
for the Merchants ; who infifted upon the Faés and 
Propofition laid down in their printed Remonftrance 
and Reprefentations ; upon which it was moved, 
that they fhould declare, whether they meant to 
charge the Court of Direors with the Mifmanage- 
ment alledged, or only pase seine) Perfous in 
the Direfioy. And it was determin’d not to bea 
Complaint againft the whole Body of the Diregtors, 
but that ove of them, Mr. Ecc/aftone by Name, had 
been guilty of a great Breach of Truj?,, in making 
Ute of his previous Knowledge of that Miffake in 
the Samples at the Sa/e, to the Detriment of the 
Company. 

«* At length, after This had been long canvafled, 
Mr. Eccleftone made his Defence, and fpent a great 
deal of Time in proving his Innocence ; and This he 
did fo hamifomely, and with fo much Svece/s, that 
when the Queftion was called for, Whether Mr. 
Eccleftone be gui/ty of a Breach of Truft, &c. ano- 
ther was moved, and feconded. viz. That the put- 
ting the faid Queftion be adjourned, fme Dic; 
** which was carried in the Affirmative by a great 
*¢ Majority.” 

I think it abfolutely neceflary, for the full Juftifi- 
cation of the Company in general, and of Mr. Eccle- 
tone in particular, that this notable Harangue may be 
made as publick as the late Rumours and Afperfions on 
his Charaéter have been ; which were not confined to 
that particular Body. of Men, whom fuch Reports 
moft concerned, nor to one corner of the Town, but 
have been fpread through every Part of the Kingdom, 
and become the Subjeét of general Indignation. Nel- 
ther can I make the leaft Doubt that Mr. Eccleffone 
will refufe this Satisfaction to the World, as “—— 
this 
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this Juftice to himfelf; fince as we are all fenfible of 
that Gentleman's excellent Talent at Speech-making ; 
fo I am ready to agree with this Writer, that it mutt 
be a very bandfome, clear, and mafterly Defence, 
which could meet with fuch wonderful Swece/s, as to 
produce an Adjournment, fine Die, of the Queftion, 
whether be was guilty, or not; for the impartial De- 
cifion of which, they were afflembled together in this 
extraordinary Manner. 

‘© However, as this Writer goes on, for the Sa- 
tisfaétion of the Buyers, who had raifed this Storm, 
it was refolved, that, for the future, at the Sales 
of Piece-Goods, there fhall be different Samples pro- 
duced, where there is any Variation in the Prices ; 
and it was alfo refolved, that the Wareheufe- Keepers 
of the Company fhould, for the future, give fecu- 
rity for the Difcharge of the Duty of their Poft ; 
and that their Securities fhould become anfwerable 
for any Damage, which the Company might fuftain 
“ by any Negled or Fau/t of theirs.” 

Suppofing Mr. Ecc/effone to be entirely innocent (as 
we are now obliged to do) and that all this Clamour 
was occafioned only bye Mifiake and the Negled of 
one of the Company’s Servants, I believe thefe Pre- 
cautions, for the future, may be fufficient ; though Ido 
not readily underftand what Securities can be given 
in this Cafe ; nor can I doubt that thefe worthy De- 
terminations gave full Satisfaction to the complaining 
Merchants and Traders ; without which this Bufinefs 
cannot be faid to be happily finifhed, as this Writer 
affures us, and as I hope it may be, without the 
Trouble of a Partiamentary Enquiry, at this 
critical Junéture ; when itis to be feared the whole 
Attention of the Legiflature will be taken up about 
other Matters of the utmoft Importance. 

I muft.not conclude without defiring the Reader 
to obferve that I have taken the whole Reprefentation 
of this Cafe verbatim from the Writer of the Whitehall 
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